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1. Aug 21: Dewey in Context
 

“The Influence of Darwinism on Philosophy” (Essential Dewey 1:  Part 2); “The Development of American Pragmatism,” “From Absolutism to Experimentalism,” “What I Believe” (ED 1: Part 1). 

Recommended: “Pragmatic America,” “The Pragmatic Acquiescence” (ED 1: Part 1)

2. Aug 28: Learning vs. Knowledge: Philosophy as Democratic Inquiry 

“The Reflex Arc Concept in Psychology”(ED 2: Part 1); 

“The Child and the Curriculum”; “My Pedagogic Creed” (ED 1: Part 5); “Emerson—The Philosopher of Democracy” (ED 2 Part 4); “Philosophy and Democracy,” (ED 1 Part 2)

Recommended: “The Superstition of Necessity,” “Analysis of Reflective Thinking,” “The Place of Judgment in Reflective Activity,” “The Pattern of Inquiry” (ED 2: Part 2)

3. Sept 4: “Experience,” “Nature,” and Philosophical Method
ED 1: Part 3:  “The Postulate of Immediate Empiricism,” Experience and Nature, Appendix 2, Ch 1, “Nature in Experience” (ED 1: Part 3); Alexander “Dewey’s Denotative Method” (handout). [Note: I want you to read the first version of Chapter 1, included as Appendix 2, before reading the second version, “Ch 1.”]

Recommended: EN: Appendix 1.

4. Sept. 11: An Ontology of Transformation and Inter-being



Experience and Nature, Ch. 2; ED 1: Part 2: “Philosophy’s Search for the Immutable”; Part 3: “Does Reality Possess a Practical Character?”

Recommended:  “The Subject Matter of Metaphysical Inquiry” (ED 1: Part 4)

5. Sept. 18: Quality and Relation: Temporal Suchness and Articulation
Experience and Nature, Chs. 3-4; 

6. Sept. 25: The Communion of Meaning and the Birth of Individuality 

Experience and Nature, Chs 5-6; “The Existential Matrix of Inquiry: Cultural” (ED 2: Part 2)

7. Oct. 2 Qualitative Metaphysics

“Qualitative Thought”; “Time and Individuality” (ED 1: Part 3)

8. Oct 9: Creative Emergence and the In-Spirited Body 
Experience and Nature, Chs. 7-8;

9. Oct 16: Beyond Instrumentalism: Wisdom, & the Quest for Civilization
Experience and Nature, Chs. 9-10; “Philosophy and Civilization,”(ED 1: Part 2), Creative Democracy—The Task Before Us” (ED 1: Part 5)

Recommended: “Science and Society” (ED 1: Part 5)

10. Oct.  23: Human Nature as Creative Growth


Human Nature and Conduct: Parts I-II; “Three Independent Factors in Morals,” (ED 2: Part 3)

Recommended: “Philosophies of Freedom,” (ED 2: Part 3)

11. Oct. 30: Pragmatic Idealism and the Virtue of Imagination
Human Nature and Conduct: Parts III-IV; “The Moral Self” (ED 2: Part 3), “Religion vs. the Religious” (ED 1: Part 6)


12. Nov 6: The Eros of Life 


Art as Experience, Chs 1-3

13. Nov 13: Expression as the Drama of Meaning
Art as Experience, Chs 4-6

14.  Nov 20: Form as Evolutionary Process


Art as Experience, Chs. 7-10

15. Nov 27: Thanksgiving Vacation

16. Dec 4: Toward an Aesthetic Ecology of Civilization
Art as Experience, Chs. 11-14

17. Dec  8-12 Finals Week
Required Texts:

John Dewey, Essential Writings, ed. Hickman and Alexander (2 vols).

__________, Experience and Nature (Later Works, Vol 1)

__________, Human Nature and Conduct (Middle Works, Vol. 14)
__________, Art as Experience, (Later Works, Vol 10)

Larry Hickman, ed, Reading Dewey
Requirements: 

Class attendance and active participation: 25%  (this means coming to class having read the texts and being able and willing to discuss them; I spell “read” r-e-r-e-a-d)

Class presentation: 25% (This will be a 10-15 minute summary followed by discussion based on various articles assigned from Essential Dewey)

Term research paper (20 pages): 50%

There may also be various small assignments.

Dewey Books

Biographies:

John and Jane Dewey, “My Intellectual Development” in Paul A. Schilpp, ed., The Philosophy of John Dewey (Open Court, 1938). Best autobiographical statement.

George Dykhuizen, The Life and Mind of John Dewey (SIU, 1968). Still the main overview of Dewey’s life, detailed and somewhat pedestrian.

Alan Ryan, John Dewey and the High Tide of American Liberalism (Norton 1995). Dewey in the liberal tradition by noted British political philosopher.

Robert Westbrook, John Dewey and the Rise of American Democracy (Cornell, 1991). Interesting focus on Dewey as radical; tries to connect Dewey to 60s SDS.

Overviews:

Raymond Boisvert, John Dewey (SUNY 1998). Excellent.

Jim Campbell, Understanding John Dewey (Open Court, 1995). Mainly views Dewey from his social philosophy, so not a real overview, but good on what it treats.

David Hildebrand, John Dewey (One World, 2008). Incisive, succinct. 

Topical Studies:

Thomas Alexander, John Dewey’s Theory of Art, Experience and Nature: The Horizons of Feeling (SUNY 1987). Holistic view of metaphysics of experience as key to Dewey, arguing for consistency of Dewey’s mature thought.

Raymond Boisvert, Dewey’s Metaphysics (Fordham, 1988). Best account of Dewey’s metaphysics, seen in continuity with Aristotelian naturalism.

Tom Burke, Dewey’s New Logic: A Reply to Russell (Chicago, 1994). Defense of Dewey’s logic based in cognitive science.

Stephen M. Fishman & Lucille McCarthy, John Dewey and the Philosophical Practice of Hope (Illinois, 2007). Pedagogical approach to Dewey’s theory of hope and applications.

Jim Garrison, Dewey and Eros: Wisdom and Desire in the Art of Teaching (Columbia, 1997). Best book on Dewey’s theory of education applied to today.

Michael Eldridge, Transforming Experience: John Dewey’s Cultural Instrumentalism  (Vanderbilt, 1998). With Hickman, major instrumentalist reading of Dewey.

Steven Fesmire, John Dewey and the Moral Imagination: Pragmatism in Ethics (Indiana,2003). Influenced by Alexander and Mark Johnson (SIU PhD)

Jim Good , A Search for Unity in Diversity: The “Permanent Hegelian Deposit”  in the Philosophy of John Dewey (Lexington, 1006). Argues for Dewey as Hegelian. See forthcoming essays in Transactions by Alexander et al. 

James Gouinlock, John Dewey’s Theory of Value (Humanities 1972). Important early study of Dewey’s ethics; takes on analytic theories then popular. See also Gouinlock’s comparison of Dewey and Mill, Excellence in Education, Rediscovery of the Moral Life and Eros and Wisdom, both somewhat critical of Dewey.
Larry Hickman, John Dewey’s Pragmatic Technology (Indiana, 1990). Main instrumentalist reading of Dewey. See also Hickman’s two subsequent collections of essays, Philosophical Tools for Technological Culture (2001) and Pragmatism as Postmodernism (2007).

David Hildebrand, Beyond Realism and Antirealism: John Dewey and the Neopragmatists (Vanderbilt, 2003). Important analysis of realism in Dewey.

Victor Kestenbaum, The Grace and Severity of the Ideal: John Dewey and the Transcendent (Chicago, 2002). Insightful, critical essays on Dewey and the religious.

John J. McDermott, The Drama of Possibility (Fordham, 2008), ed. Douglas R Anderson. Collection of lyrical, influential essays by one of the leaders of the “American Revival.”

Gregory Pappas, Dewey’s Ethics: Democracy as Experience (Indiana, 2008). Major study of Dewey’s ethics along with Fesmire and Gouinlock.

Steven C Rockefeller, John Dewey: Religious Faith and Democratic Humanism (Columbia. 1991). Extended study of Dewey with focus on democracy as religion.

John Shook, Dewey’s Empirical Theory of Knowledge (Vanderbilt, 2000). Tries to show continuity of Dewey’s thought with earlier position.

*Ralph Sleeper, The Necessity of Pragmatism: John Dewey’s Conception of Philosophy (Yale, 1987). Outstanding, subtle analysis of the relationship of metaphysics and logic in Dewey with contrast to analytic philosophy.

Collections of Essays
F. Thomas Burke et al., Dewey’s Logical Theory (Vanderbilt, 2002).

William Gavin,ed., In Dewey’s Wake: Unfinished Work of Pragmatic Reconstruction (SUNY 2003).

Richard E. Hart and Douglas R. Anderson, eds, Philosophy in Experience (Fordham, 1997)

Casey Haskins and David Seiple, eds, Dewey Reconfigured: Essays on Deweyan Pragmatism (SUNY, 1999)

Paul A. Schillp, ed., The Philosophy of John Dewey (Open Court, 1938).

John Stuhr, ed., Philosophy and the Reconstruction of Culture: Pragmatic Essays after Dewey (SUNY, 1993)

Presentation Topics
