POLS 317

  TOPICS IN PUBLIC POLICY
      Spring 2006
---
“JOHN DEWEY AND PRAGMATISM IN PUBLIC POLICY” 
Instructor: Prof. Shane Ralston



E-mail: sralston@western.edu

     Office #: Kelley 112-G


Office Phone: 943-2427

Office Hours:   M-W-F 9-10:am or by appointment

Course Texts:
1. Dewey, Individualism Old and New (Prometheus, 1999).

2. Dewey, Liberalism and Social Action (Prometheus, 2000).

3. Dewey, The Public and Its Problems (Swallow Press, 1927).
Handouts:
See Schedule; to be distributed in the class prior to the date reading is due.

Fac-serv:
Articles available on the faculty web-server, Fac_Ralston; under spring 2006; POLS 317; filed according to the week in which the reading is due.
COURSE DESCRIPTION

“Dewey has . . . correctly emphasized the need to go beyond the formal institutions of politics while examining a specific [policy] problem [wherein] . . . the investigator is required to discover the political significance of semipolitical and nonpolitical factors.” –A.H. Somjee, The Political Theory of John Dewey (1968)

“There have been ideological supports for the pragmatist policy directions, but these have not really informed the attitudes of practicing politicians or their constituents.  Even without John Dewey . . . the American policy history might have been much the same.” – James M. Buchanan, The Limits of Liberty (1975)

“The philosophy of pragmatism is often cited as the source of the theoretical underpinnings of the contemporary policy sciences.  However, an examination of the work of John Dewey reveals that pragmatism is incompatible with the conception of knowledge which now prevails in these sciences as well as the relationships currently established between the form of inquiry and the state.” –Timothy V. Kaufman-Osborn, “Pragmatism, Policy Science and the State” (1985) 

“We think that [Franklin Delanore] Roosevelt had a better grasp of the nation’s problems both domestically and internationally than Dewey did.  And whether right or wrong, most of Dewey’s commentaries on public affairs are hopelessly dated” -Richard Posner, Law, Pragmatism and Democracy (2003) 

John Dewey (1859-1952) was one of the founders of America’s only home grown philosophy: American Pragmatism.  He would serve several important roles throughout his lifetime, including a scholar in academia, a public intellectual, an activist, an educational experimenter, an informal diplomat and a commentator on U.S. and World politics.  With respect to John Dewey’s performance as a policy analyst, evaluations of political theorists, economists, judges and philosophers have alternated between praise and criticism.  The central concern of this course is whether indeed Dewey’s writings on specific policy issues and general topics—whether democracy, war, liberalism, individualism, political science or the rights of peoples—are relevant for contemporary studies in the policy sciences.     
In this course, we will focus on the questions of whether Dewey’s writings on politics provide insight into the public policy issues of his times, whether he provides the tools for an effective public policy approach (i.e. a pragmatic approach) and whether he should be remembered for a legacy of ideas that inform the policy sciences.  As most of the above statements (with the exception of Somjee’s) make clear, many commentators doubt that Dewey has made a positive and enduring impression on the discipline of public policy. 
In the first section of the course, we will consider the status of Pragmatism, in general, and within the discipline of political science and the sub-discipline of public policy.  Then we will survey what has been written by both supporters and detractors to the position that Dewey made a significant impact on public policy analysis and was astute in his analyses of public policy issues of his day. 
The body of the course will emphasize Dewey’s writings within two time periods: 1910-1925 and 1930-1950.  Within the first period, we will look closely at particular debates which Dewey either participated in himself or contributed analyses to, including (i) the controversy over whether the U.S. should participate in WWI, (ii) the debate over the rights of people and (iii) the conflict over the status of democracy in the modern age.  Within the second period, John Dewey made his mark by resisting powerful political forces in U.S. and World politics: (i) in American electoral politics, he would oppose the election of F.D. Roosevelt; (ii) in World revolutionary politics, he would dispute Trotsky’s advocacy of violent means to achieve reform-based ends; and (iii) in both U.S. and World politics, he would reject laissez-faire and hyper-capitalist forms of liberalism in the interest of reconstructing liberal values and culture.  

The course requirements include three 15-20 minute in-class presentations of assigned course readings on the day that they are due, a 20-source annotated bibliography on a policy issue of your choice (due the 9th week) and a 10-15 page policy analysis paper on the your chosen public policy issue employing a Dewey-inspired pragmatic approach (due the 16th week).         
GRADING DISTRIBUTION

Participation and Attendance


 10 %

3 Presentations (10%/ea)


 30 %

20-source Annotated Bibliography  

 20 %



10-15 page Policy Analysis Paper

 40 %

COURSE COMPONENTS

HOMEWORK: Assigned course readings are given in the schedule on the class meeting in which they are due.  It is expected that these readings will be completed prior to class.  

GROUP EXERCISES: We will do a significant amount of collaborative or group work during the term. Group Exercises will be of a varied nature. Some of these will involve discussion and analysis in class. Others will involve short presentations to be made in class.  Participation in these exercises will affect your participation/attendance grade. 

ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION: Both are mandatory and essential! Come to class on time and come prepared! However, just being in class is not enough. To get the most out of class you need to take an active role. Contribute to class discussions and ask questions, even if you think you are the only one who needs help. Chances are that, if you have a question, someone else has a similar question.

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY: Students will complete a 20-source annotated bibliography on the policy issue of their choice in preparation for writing a policy analysis paper that employs a Dewey-inspired pragmatic approach.  “Annotated” means that a brief 1-2 sentence summary of the work’s significance for the field and the project will follow the bibliographic entry. No more than 5 can be soft sources (e.g. from internet sites/newspapers/news magazines); no more than 5 can be theoretical sources (e.g. journal articles/books on the theoretical framework that will guide your analysis of the movement); leaving at least 10 hard sources (e.g. journal articles/books specifically on the policy issue).  In week 3, half of one class session will be devoted to a short overview of how to format your 20-source annotated bibliography.  Formatting guidelines will follow the Chicago Manual of Style (14th edition).  The annotated bibliography is due the 9th week, Friday by 3:pm in the instructor’s office.          
POLICY ANALYSIS PAPER: Students will be responsible for writing a 10-15 page paper on a specific policy issue.  Students will be expected to analyze the issue using a Dewey-inspired pragmatic approach.  Part of a class session will be devoted to explaining the format of the paper.  It must be typed, 12-point font and have 1-inch margins and will be divided into five sections (Problem Statement, Methodology, Analysis, Dewey’s Influence and Works Cited).  The research paper is due the 16th week, Friday by 3:pm in the instructor’s office. 
PRESENTATIONS: Every student is required to give three 15-20 minute in-class presentations on reading selections of their choice.  Review the reading assignments in the class schedule (last page) and be prepared to sign up for three during the first week of class.  In addition to the presentation, 2-3 pages of typed notes must be turned in the day of the presentation.    

LATE WORK: Late work will be accepted, but will be penalized one letter grade for each day the assignment is turned in after the deadline. Presentations cannot be given late (since the reading will be covered the day it is due whether or not you present).  If you cannot give the presentation on the day you have committed to, notify the instructor in advance and then re-schedule to present an alternate reading at a later date.  

OTHER POLICIES

ACADEMIC HONESTY:

Any academic dishonesty is violation of college policy. Be honest. All acts of academic dishonesty will be taken very seriously.  

LEARNING DISABILITIES:
Please see me if you have special needs due to a learning disability.

ACADEMIC FREEDOM:

Both faculty and students have academically protected freedom of speech and expression. 

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE: 
We (students and faculty alike) are a community of scholars and the classroom is our professional environment. Treat that professional environment and the people in it with respect and consideration. Some obvious points:

· Express your disagreement with others in a manner that shows respect for that person's ideas and opinions.

· Do not distract or interrupt others:
Refrain from private conversations during class time. 

· Turn cell phones and beepers off.

· Be punctual. 

SCHEDULE for TOPICS IN PUBLIC POLICY
I. PUBLIC POLICY AND DEWEYAN PRAGMATISM: 
Week 1     
Pragmatism in Policy Science 
· Dewey (D), “The Analysis of a Complete Act of Thought” (fac-serv)
· D, “Political Science as a Recluse” (fac-serv)
Week 2
Dewey’s Democratic Pragmatism  
· D, “The Development of American Pragmatism” (fac-serv) 
· Damico, “Analysis and Advocacy” (handout)
· D, “Democracy is Radical” (fac-serv)
Week 3     
Evaluating Dewey as a Policy Analyst 
· D, “Creative Democracy—The Task before Us” (fac-serv)  
· Posner, “John Dewey on Democracy and Law”(handout)
· Lasswell, “The Policy Orientation” (handout)

· Kaufman-Osborn, “Pragmatism, Policy Science and the State” (fac-serv)
II. 1910-1925: 

Week 4-6

Politics of War and Peace
· D, “Conscience and Compulsion” (fac-serv)
· D, “The Future of Pacifism” (fac-serv)
· D, “What America Will Fight for” (fac-serv)
· D, “Conscription of Thought” (fac-serv)
· Bourne, “War Diary” (handout)
· Bourne, “Twilight of Idols” (handout)
· D, “If War Were Outlawed” (fac-serv)
· D, “What Outlawry of War Is Not” (fac-serv)
· D, “War and a Code of Law” (fac-serv)
· D, “A Critique of American Civilization” (fac-serv)
Week 7

Rights of Peoples
· Zerby, “John Dewey and the Polish Question” (fac-serv)
· D, “The Principle of Nationality” (fac-serv)
· D, “Imperialism is Easy” (fac-serv)
Week 8-9

The Public and Its Problems
· Ch.1: Search for the Public

· Ch.4: Eclipse of the Public 

· Ch.5: Search for the Great Community

· Ch.6: The Problem of Method 

****Week 9: Annotated Bibliography Due****
III. 1930-1950: 
Week 10

Opposing F.D. Roosevelt 
· D, “Democracy Joins the Unemployed”

· D, “Prospects for a Third Party” 
· D, “After the Election-What?” 
Week 11

SPRING BREAK

Week 12 

Trotsky Affair
· D, “Significance of the Trotsky Inquiry” 

· Trotsky, “Their Morals and Ours”
· Trotsky, “The Moralists and the Sycophants against Marxism” 
· D, “Means and Ends”

Week 13

Liberalism and Social Action
· Ch.1: The History of Liberalism 
· Ch.2: The Crisis in Liberalism

· Ch.3: Renascent Liberalism

· D, “The Future of Liberalism”

Week 14-15
Individualism Old and New  

· Ch.2: “‘America’—by Formula”

· Ch.4: “The Lost Individualism”  

· Ch.5: “Toward a New Individualism”

· Ch.8: “Individualism in our Day”  
III. FINAL THOUGHTS: 
Week 16

Round Table Discussion 

****Policy Paper Due****
