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This course presents an introduction to pragmatism, an important and challenging strand in Western philosophy since the 19th century, with a particular focus on the thought of Charles S. Peirce. The course’s focus will not be solely on Peirce scholarship, however, but will compare and contrast his thought with influential figures from mainstream philosophy, such as Quine and Wittgenstein. The lecture plan is organised around a series of topics, as follows:
· Weeks 1-4: What is Pragmatism?

· Weeks 5-7: Introduction to Peirce’s Theory of Signs

· Weeks 8-9: “Modes of Being”

· Weeks 10-12: Peirce’s Realism

Texts.
No text is required to be purchased for this course. A series of photocopied readings will be made available in class. The required reading for each lecture is specified in the lecture plan, below.

Reading

It is expected that you will have read the required reading(s) for each class. A list of supplementary or secondary readings will also be offered, which will greatly assist in deepening your understanding of the primary readings and in writing good essays.
Assessment

The assessment for this second module of 550 consists of:

· an essay of approx. 3750 words, worth 40% of the final mark. 

· ongoing contribution to the year-long grade of 20% based on participation in ClassForum discussions. (Sufficiently staunch efforts in this regard in semester B may be used to balance out lapses in participation in semester A)

PHIL539B: Lecture Plan
· This is the overall lecture plan for this course. The exact week in which each topic is covered may vary slightly.
WEEKS 1-4: WHAT IS PRAGMATISM?
Week 1: 
Richard Rorty,  “Introduction”, Consequences of Pragmatism, (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1982), pp. xiii-xlvii.
Week 2:       i) William James, “What Pragmatism Means”, Pragmatism: A New Name for Some Old Ways of Thinking (New York: Longman Green and Co, 1907), http://www.marxists.org/reference/subject/philosophy/works/us/james.htm 

ii) Charles Peirce, “The Fixation of Belief”, Popular Science Monthly 12 (November 1877), pp. 1-15. http://www.peirce.org/writings/p107.html 
Week 3:
Charles Peirce, “How to Make Our Ideas Clear”, Popular Science Monthly 12 (January 1878), pp. 286-302. http://www.peirce.org/writings/p119.html 
Week 4:
Mark Okrent, “The Metaphilosophical Consequences of Pragmatism” in Cohen and Dascal, ed.s, The Institution of Philosophy (La Salle, Illinois: Open Court, 1989), pp. 177-198.

Further reading:

Anderson, D. Strands of System: The Philosophy of Charles Peirce. Indiana: Purdue University Press, 1995.
Hookway, C., Peirce. (London: Routledge, 1985).

James, W., “The Will to Believe”, in  The Will to Believe and Other Essays in Popular Philosophy (New York: Dover Publications, 1956).
Misak, C., Cambridge Companion to Peirce (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004).

Peirce, C. S. Philosophical Writings of Peirce, ed. J. Buchler (New York: Dover Publications, 1955).

Putnam, H. Realism with a Human Face (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1990).
Rorty, R. Consequences of Pragmatism (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1982).
Rorty, R. Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1979)
WEEKS 5-7: INTRODUCTION TO PEIRCE’S THEORY OF SIGNS
Week 5:
Carlo Ginzburg, “Morelli, Freud, and Sherlock Holmes: Clues and Scientific Method”, in Eco and Sebeok, ed.s, The Sign of Three (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1984).
Week 6:
Peirce, “What Is A Sign?”, unpublished MS 404 (http://www.marxists.org/reference/subject/philosophy/works/us/peirce1.htm, downloaded July 2004). (Hookway p. 118-144)
Week 7:
John Perry, “The Problem of the Essential Indexical”, Nous 13 (1979), pp. 3-21.
Further reading:
Almog, J. et al, Themes from Kaplan (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989).

Chalmers, D., “Imagination, Indexicality and Intensions”, Philosophy and Phenomenological Research (2004) (http://consc.net/papers/perry.html)

Greenlee, D., Peirce’s Concept of Sign (The Hague: Mouton, 1973).

[the introduction to] Hardwick, C., Cook, J. (ed.) Semiotic and Significs : the correspondence between Charles S. Peirce and Lady Victoria Welby (Bloomington : Indiana University Press, 1977).
Legg, C. “The Meaning of Meaning-Fallibilism” [draft].
WEEKS 8-9: ‘MODES OF BEING’
Week 8:
W.V.O. Quine, “On What There Is”, From a Logical Point of View (Harper & Row, New York: 1953), pp. 1-19.
Week 9:        [extract from] Charles Peirce, Pragmatism as a Principle and Method of Right Thinking:  the 1903 Harvard Lectures on Pragmatism, ed. with commentary, P. A. Turrisi. Albany: S.U.N.Y. Press, 1997. 
Further reading:
Thompson, M. “Categories”. The Encyclopedia of Philosophy, vol. 2, ed. P. Edwards. New York: Macmillan and The Free Press, 1967, pp. 46-55.
Legg, C. “This is Simply What I Do”. Philosophy and Phenomenological Research vol. 46, no. 1 (January 2003), pp. 58-80.

WEEKS 10-12: PEIRCE’S REALISM (ABOUT UNIVERSALS)
Week 10:
i) Landesman, C., “Introduction”. The Problem of Universals. New York & London: Basic Books, 1971.  ii) Peter Skagestad, “Pragmatic Realism: The Peircean Argument Reexamined”, Review of Metaphysics 33, no. 3 (1980), pp. 527-540.
Week 11:      Legg, C.,  “Predication and the Problem of Universals”, Philosophical Papers, vol. 30, no.2 (December 2002), pp. 117-143.
Week 12:      Weinsheimer, J.,  “The Realism of C.S. Peirce, or How Homer and Nature Can be the Same.” American Journal of Semiotics, vol. II, no.s 1-2 (1983), pp. 225-263.

Further reading: 
Almeder, R., The Philosophy of Charles Peirce: A Critical Introduction. New Jersey: Rowman & Littlefied, 1980.

Armstrong, D. Universals and Scientific Realism, vol.s I and II. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1978.
Boler, J. Charles Peirce and Scholastic Realism: A Study of Peirce’s Relation to John Duns Scotus. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1963.

Devitt, M. “‘Ostrich Nominalism’ or ‘Mirage Realism’?”. Pacific Philosophical Quarterly 61 (1980), pp. 433-439.

